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Happy New Year / Happy New Decade !!  
Barbara Honegger (Class of 1969) joined Stanford On The Moon Alumni Club and Advisory Committee in time to celebrate our 20th Anniversary.                                   Barbara contributed the following article in which she describes her work at the White House and Dept. of Justice in the 1980s                                                   opening NASA’s Astronaut Corps to Women, including Nine Stanford Women Astronauts:  
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How A Little Known, Department of Justice Program Helped Open NASA’s Astronaut
Corps to Women

by Barbara Honegger, Stanford Class of ‘59, Member SOM

Before Sally Ride could ride into history, 2 lttle known, Dept. of Justice Program called the
Attorney General's Gender Di: ation Review Task Force, which | directed in the
first Reagan Administration, worked quietly behind the scenes to open America’s Astronaut
Corps to Women

But not just the Astronaut Corps. Started under the Carter Administration in the Civil Rights
Division, its under-the-radar mission was to research and identify every instance of gender
discrimination in the entire U.S. Code of federal law and in all regulations, polices, practices
and procedures of over 45 federal departments and agencies and then negotiate with each
o take steps to level the playing field — including in Space, the Ultimate High Ground.

When President Reagan decided to continue the program as it seemed ready made to fulfil
his campaign promise to have an ‘ERA Altemative’ (the Republican Party had revoked
support for the ERA in its 1980 campaign platform) and appointed me to head the effort,
the Space Program was a special priority. The first Space Shuttle launch had taken place
shortly after we'd entered the White House and I'd been directly involved with Jesse Moore,
the head of the Shuttle Program, in the genesis of the vision to quietly redirecta U.S. probe
already in Space to Halley's Comet beating the Soviet Union — and ESA ~ to the first historic
photos. One particularly memorable moment was when a male colleague suggested that
the Space Program shouldn't be open to women. | pointed out that zero gravity
eliminates the strength advantage males have on Earth and that women's smaller size
actually favors them as Astronauts due to their smaller contribution to payloads to reach
escape velocity.

When the first U.S. female Astronaut to step on the Moon takes that Giant Leap for All
Humankind, that Day will have been made possible in no small part due to the dedicated
efforts of future-sighted attomeys and advocates right here on Earth. And once that
happens, as they say, The Rest s Her Story





