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In the many excellent historical 
and autobiographical papers which 
have appeared in the Bulletin during 
the past two years, little or no men
tion is made of the nervous strain 
under which the personnel of the 
Manhattan Project labored during 
the years 1941-45. Time has appar
ently dimmed such memories. Com
pare the equanimity of those in high 
places who now consider plans for 
detonating 100,000 fusion devices 

annually for alleviating the growing 
energy crisis. 1 

During World War II the eminent 
scientists of tnat era offered two 
options to President Roosevelt: ac
cept the possible slavery of the 
Nazis or develop and e><plode atom
ic bombs. There was a third option, 
however, that was kept under wraps, 
top secret, discussed only behind 
closed doors, though sometimes 
guardedly by the lower echelons of 

the Project. This was the possibility 
of trigering a vast nuclear accident 
when and if a fission device was 
detonated. 

The tension under which the lead
ers of the project were wortcing dur
ing the developmental period was 
discussed by the writer Pearl Buck in 
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